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Mr. Gregory Ham

United States Environmental Protection Agency
341 Chestnut Building

Ninth and Chestnut Streets

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107

Dear Mr. Ham:

Attached please find one uncontrolled final copy of the site visit summary report for
St. Elizabeth's Hospital, prepared under TDD No. F3-9005-31,

Please endorse below confirming that you have received the attached subject data and

return the form to the above address.

Sincerely,
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Garth Glenn

Regional Operations Manager,
FIT 3
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Site Name: St. Elizabeth's Hospital
TDD No.:  F3-9005-31
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1.0 FIELD TRIP REPORT

1.1 Summary

On Wednesday, June 27,1990, NUS FIT 3 members Linda Ciarletta, Janis Hottinger, Theresa Taggart,
Kim Walters, Thomas Ferrie, and Eric Roland performed a site inspection of the St. Elizabeth's Hospital
site in Washington, D.C. FIT 3 was accompanied by Richard Smith, of the Government of the District
of Columbia Department of Public Works. Access to the site and permission to take photographs

were granted by Mr. Smith. Weather conditions were sunny, with temperatures in the upper 80s.

Deviations from the Sampling Plan

& A soil sample could not be obtained from the southern end of the ravine between the two fill

areas because this area was inaccessible.

® An additional soil sample was collected in a dry drainage ditch on the eastern side of the fill

area to determine the extent of contaminant migration from the covered landfill.

® A subsurface soil sample was obtained in three of the four fill areas. Only one sample was

collected from the recently closed fill area because of the area’s relatively small size.

® Upstream and downstream aqueous and sediment samples were collected from a drainage
stream that flowed into and through the landfill in order to determine the extent of
contaminant migration. The aqueous samples were analyzed for volatile organics and metals

only due to inadequate voiume.

1.2 Persons Contacted

1.2.1 Priorto Field Trip

James McCreary Richard Smith

Site Investigation Officer Chief

U.S. EPA Solid Waste Disposal Division
841 Chestnut Building Department of Public Works
Ninth and Chestnut Streets Second North Place, Southeast
Philadelphia, PA 19107 Washington, DC 20003

{215) 597-1105 (202) 727-4821



Site Name: St. Elizabeth’s Hospital
TDD No.: F3-9005-31

1.2 Prior to Field Trip (continued)

lay Jahangrni

Department of Consumer Regulatory Affairs
614 H Street, Northwest

Room 519

Washington, DC 20001

(202) 783-3192

1.2.2 At the Site

Richard Smith Earl Delauder

Chief I-95 Energy Resource Recovery Facility
Solid Waste Disposal Division County of Fairfax

Department of Public Works 9850 Lorton Road

Second North Place, Southeast Lorton, VA 22079

Washington, DC 20003 (703) 690-1703

(202) 727-4821

1.23 Water Supply Well Information

All residents within a three-mile radius of the subject site utilize public supplies as a source of potable

water. No home wells exist in the study area.
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Site Name: St. Elizabeth's Hospitapl?"&‘,'%!
TDD No.: F3-9005-31 [P ™

Site Observations

The HNU was set on the 0 to 20 scale. The background reading was 0.2 ppm. No readings

above background were recorded.

The mini-alert was set on the X1 position; no readings above background were recorded.

The landfill area was completely enclosed with a six-foot fence.

Two gates were located along the northern dirt access road into the fili area; the
southernmost gate was open and was within the fenced area of the site, and the
northernmost gate was locked.

Concrete abutments blocked vehicular traffic from the access road outside the locked gate.

A well worn path was located outside the locked gate. The path went from the access road to
Dunbar Road. Trash and beer bottles were scattered in the area between the path and the
locked gate.

Scattered areas of sparse vegetation were located at various points throughout three sections
of the landfill. The oldest fill area was completely unvegetated and was covered with
compressed milled asphalt.

Parts of the oldest fill area are currently used as parking lots for hospital vehicles.

The recently closed fill area was covered with a mixture of milled asphalt from road

construction activities and compost from a sewage treatment plant.

A steep-sided ravine was located between the eastern and western fill areas.

A drainage stream flowed into the landfill from the south, through piping under the access
road, and between the two southern fill areas in the steep-sided ravine. The stream exited

from the northeastern side of the site and flowed approximatety 100 feet into a culvert under

Suitland Parkway.
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A blue drum was observed in the ravine near the location of sample 5-1. The drum was lying

on its side and was partially crushed.

A dry drainage ditch was observed on the eastern slope (30 percent slope) of the westernmost
former fill area. The ditch contained a large amount of glass, metal, rubber, and other types
of debris.

The surface material at sample locations 5-5/5-6, 5-7, and 5-8 was grayish in color, with a farge

amount of asphalt material and smali rocks.

Soil color changed at a depth of 12 inches at sample locations 5-5/5-6 and S-7 and at a depth

of 6 inches at sample location 5-8.

The drainage ditch and stream at sample location Sw2/5d-2 were observed to contain metal
waste, plastic bags, and other debris. A plastic bag with unidentifiable contents may have

been medical in origin.
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